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We All Live Downstream! UPCOMING SRTA 
MEETINGS 

β β β β β β β β β β β β β β β β β β  

Thursday, January 28 
and 

Thursday, February 25 
Susquehanna Room 

Ranch House 
Restaurant* 
Amity Hall 

Business Meeting 
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

β β β β β β β β β β β β β β β β β β  
Attendees may arrive 
early and purchase 

dinner to be served in the 
meeting room  

6:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
β β β β β β β β β β β β β β β β β β  

*Ranch House Restaurant: 
Located in Amity Hall on the 
west side of US 11/15, 1 mile 
north of the interchange with 
US 22/322 

(717) 948-6780 www.susquehannarivertrail.org 

The Science of Marcellus Shale is the name of a summit being held on January 29 
in Williamsport PA.  Although the Susquehanna River Water Trail, Middle Section 
is of most direct concern to SRTA members and supporters, activities on the North 
and West Branches, above the confluence at Sunbury, inevitably affect us as well. 
 

The Susquehanna River Heartland Coalition for Environmental Studies (SRHCES), 
a watershed organization sponsored by a group of colleges/universities centered 
around the North and West Branches, is holding the informational summit at 
Lycoming College in Williamsport from 8:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. on that date.  The 
summit will focus on the academic research underway on the Marcellus Shale 
Formation and the environmental implications of developing the formation. 
 

The Marcellus Shale Formation is a recently publicized geological phenomenon in 
southern New York and northern Pennsylvania that holds a very large deposit of 
natural gas.  The means of extracting the gas has potential noteworthy effects on 
the economy, forests and waters in the region.  The ability of contractors and local 
municipalities to mitigate the negative aspects of these effects are under debate. 
 

To learn more hard information, attend this summit and then take informed action.  
Further details about registration and the content of the meeting may be obtained 
from the coalition web site at:  http://www.srhces.org or by contacting 
ppollini@bucknell.edu  Registration, required by January 26, is $10 per person or 
$5 per student and includes a continental breakfast and lunch. 

 

        Fourth Annual Great River Adventure Scheduled for June 26 
Hold open that date for a new adventure on the river with events for beginners, 
families, amateurs, pros, canoeists and kayakers. This year’s events will take place 
around a new upstream location, Millersburg, home of a beautiful waterfront park, rail/trail terminus and boater friendly 
amenities. More details will be posted in the next newsletter and on the SRTA website: www.susquehannarivertrail.org 
 

2010 SRTA Officers Elected 
The slate of officers for SRTA 2010 as presented to the membership by the Nominating Committee was approved in 
November.  Officers for this year are: Recording Secretary: Keith Danner 
 President: Jim McNulty Corresponding Secretary: Bruce Bishoff 
 Vice President: Brady Stroh Treasurer: John Meister 
 

The office of Second Co-President was left vacant, pending an expected change in the bylaws that would eliminate that 
position and assign the role of interim leadership to the Vice President. 
 

In Memory of Cliff Dillmann 
The sudden passing of SRTA Vice President and Co-Founder, Cliff Dillmann, has left a large gap in the local community 
of environmental, civil, human, and educational rights activists.  As he was memorialized very masterfully at the time, we 
can only affirm our agreement and be grateful for his contribution to our community.  SRTA has received donations to 
honor Cliff.  Final details are being developed to set up a fund to contribute to environmental education internships. 
 

It’s Time for SRTA Membership Renewal   
Now is the time to join or renew membership in SRTA for 2010.  For $25, individuals and family members in the same 
household can be supporters of the SRTA mission of promoting enjoyable use of the Susquehanna River while developing 
a respect for it and desire to preserve it.  See the application form on page 3.  New members will receive a trail guide. 
 

March Dinner Meeting 
The March 25 SRTA meeting will be a recognition of our 2009 island stewards, recruitment for 2010 stewards and a 
celebratory occasion for all current members.  It will be a dinner/program meeting at our usual location, the Ranch House 
Restaurant in Amity Hall.  Look for further details in the March-April issue of Waterways. 



        ALONG THE RIVER         
 

Program on Kayak-based Fly & Light Tackle Fishing for Smallmouth Bass 
 

Friday, February 19, 6:00 pm, SRTA member and area fishing guide Brian Shumaker will teach you what you need to 
know about how and where to enjoy fishing for smallmouth bass anywhere in the Mid-Atlantic area, especially our own 
backyard, the Susquehanna.  The dinner program is sponsored by Shank’s Mare Outfitters.  More information and 
reservations are available at: www.shanksmare.com/html/day___evening_programs.html 

 

SRTA Planning Meeting with PA Bureau of Forestry 
 

Officers of SRTA held an annual meeting with representatives of the PA Bureau of Forestry to review recent trail 
management activities and plan for upcoming ones.  SRTA volunteers maintain the series of primitive campsites, all on 
state owned islands on the Susquehanna River between Sunbury and Harrisburg.  As trail managers for this portion of the 
river, we work closely with Bureau staff.  The following items were reviewed at the meeting. 

 

Campsite Locations: 
Citing the inadequate space conditions around the current campsite at mile 101, one mile upstream of Liverpool, plans are 
to remove a nearby illegal structure in the spring and relocate the campsite. The new site will have a permanent fire ring 
installed.  SRTA President Jim McNulty and Forester Craig Chapman volunteered for the demolition crew. 

 

Portage Trail Signage: 
Byers Island is located astride a low head dam, built to control re-circulation of water warmed by the nearby Sunbury 
power generation plant. Although benign looking, such dams can be lethal when approached too closely by unaware or 
unskilled boaters.  The steep island banks and prolific knotweed growth don’t encourage the safe choice of portaging 
around the dam. 

 

The SRTA Trail Guide has a warning on this and volunteers have cleared a portage trail through the ever self-renewing 
knotweed. Signs to clearly identify the trail will be purchased and installed by SRTA, along with the Bureau of Forestry. 

 

Flora Guide/Botanical Inventory: 
Two mile long Byers Island, site of SRTA’s three newest campsites, has been considered as ideal for studying native and 
invasive plant and animal life.  It is currently the site of a bald eagle nesting site and a Boy Scout constructed nature trail 
connecting several of the campsites.  An interpretive brochure, identifying and interpreting these features is being 
considered, as is the possibility of conducting a Bioblitz with the approval of the Bureau of Forestry District Office. 

 

Invasive Purple Loosetrife: 
To help control the growth and spread of the attractive, yet overwhelming invasive plant, Purple Loosetrife, SRTA has 
agreed to work with PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) staff botanist, Jessica Sprajcar, to 
provide monitoring and bio-control. The question had been raised about possibly buying some Galerucella Beetles for bio-
control. Upon further investigation it was advised to forego purchasing, and try the capture and release strategy. 

 

Poison Ivy and Japanese Knotweed: 
Stewards and visitors to some islands report a frequent problem with poison ivy and/or knotweed growing in campsites 
and access trails.  Both plants have evolved into hardy survivors of most manual attempts at their removal, with 
unpleasant rewards for the attackers. 

 

Chemicals will be more effective, but their application is complicated by the fact that most islands are on mild or 
moderate flood plains of a very flood-prone river. Rodeo, the one suitable herbicide that can be used around water because 
of its rapid breakdown, is restricted to application by licensed applicators.  DCNR staff will be employed to do the 
spraying.  Island stewards and visitors are encouraged to report troublesome growth via log book entries or reports to the 
SRTA message line: 717-948-6780 

 

Island Landings: 
Access to campsites on some islands is seasonally difficult, dependent upon river levels.  One or two climbs up the bank, 
if fortunate – with the help of handy, sturdy vegetation, often turns the bank into an ideal otter slide for the following 
visitors.  The installation of steps is often problematic because of the scouring effects of ice and/or water currents. 

 

Several landing campsite approaches have had steps installed, but constant maintenance is needed to repair washouts or 
“siltins”.  A rappelling rope will be installed on one island where a suitable anchoring tree is located. 

 

However, the consensus of the planning group is to focus on the use of rocks, some of which will need to be imported to 
islands primarily composed of silt.  The Bureau of Forestry has detailed instructions about building effective rock steps.  
The installation work may present an excellent Eagle Scout project. 

 

Student Conservation Association (SCA) Interns: 
The possibility of using student interns will be explored, including identification of needs and duties.  They could work 
out of the Haldeman Office of the Conrad Weiser Forestry District, with possible lodging at Roaring Creek. 

 



 

Share Your Talents 
We all know people who are more and those who are less proficient than we are.  Share your Susquehanna expertise with 
your fellow river-rats.  Digital and digitizable photos of river scenes will be gladly accepted for possible publication in the 
SRTA newsletter. (It can be seen around the world on the web!)  The same goes for text contributions such as stories, 
historical essays and trip vignettes.  We will acknowledge your contributions and hope to be able to share them with the 
other viewers.  
 
RENEW YOUR SRTA MEMBERSHIP NOW ! 

NOTICE to current and past members!  All 2009 and previous years’ memberships are due for renewal.  All 
current and past members should rejoin now for the 2010 year.  If you have questions about your membership 
status, please contact the Corresponding Secretary: Bruce Bishoff - (717) 691-8369 or bbishoff@paonline.com 

 

     Membership Application/Renewal Form 
Please enroll me as a member of the Susquehanna River Trail Association (SRTA) 
 

 New members will receive a boat/bumper sticker, and a 2003 edition, waterproof, folded  
      copy of the Susquehanna River Water Trail – Middle Section Guide.    Applications received  
 after June 30 will take effect immediately and continue through the end of next calendar year.  
 

  All member families will receive a membership card/receipt, and a bimonthly newsletter by 
      US mail or a publication notice via email.      
 

          New Membership            Renewal Membership 

Name:______________________________________________  Date: ___________  

Address:_____________________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________  State:___________   Zip:_____________ 

Phone #s:  Day (____)___________ Evening (____)___________Cell (____)____________ 

Email Address: (Please print)___________________________________________________  
 (Your Email address will not be shared with other organizations that are not affiliated with the SRTA.) 

The following additional family members, living in my household, also will be entitled to the  
right to vote and participate in membership activities:     
                                      (Junior members are eligible for all committees and most offices) 
     Additional Adult Family Members (18 years+):             Junior Family Members (12-17 yrs): 

    ____________________________                        _____________________________ 

    ____________________________                        _____________________________ 

    ____________________________                        _____________________________                  

Dues include all family members listed above, living in same household:                 $25.00     

Donation to the SRTA to further the activities as prescribed in its bylaws:           _______                                     

TOTAL ENCLOSED                           $                 

Send payment and application form to: Susquehanna River Trail Association, Inc 
 PO Box 62023 
 Harrisburg PA 17106-2023 

Questions or further information?   Please leave a voice mail message at (717) 948-6780 



 

 
Susquehanna River Trail Association, Inc.                                              1st Class 
PO Box 62023           Stamp 
Harrisburg PA 17106-2023 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  LIST OF TRAIL GUIDE VENDORS   
Copies of the Susquehanna River Water Trail Map (Middle Section) are available at the following locations: 
(Links to further information are provided on the SRTA website home page) 
 Bellefonte – Tussey Mt. Outfitters Montoursville – Country Ski & Sports 
 Binghamton NY – Eureka! Camping Center Montoursville – Lyon Camping and Supply 
 Harrisburg – Wildware Backcountry State College – Eastern Mountain Sports 
 Lewisburg – Susquehanna Valley Visitors Bureau Sugar Run – Endless Mountain Outfitters 
 Lock Haven – Rock River & Trail Outfitters Sunbury – Southside Bait and Tackle 
 Marysville – Blue Mountain Outfitters Wilkes-Barre – Country Ski & Sports 
  Wrightsville (Long Level) – Shank’s Mare 

Secure credit card purchases may also be made by internet through Hike-advice.com – by going directly to their order 
page via the SRTA website: www.susquehannarivertrail.org     More in-store locations will be announced on the SRTA  
website as they become available. There is also a limited supply of flat, unfolded trail guides.  

 

Contributions and Gifts-in-Kind 
Unless otherwise designated, additional contributions to SRTA made by members and readers will be directed toward  
development of island trail facilities.  Example:  Purchase and installation of high visibility island/campsite signs. 

Russ & Carol Fairchild Marci Mowery & Joe Frassetta Rick Shumaker Larry Williamson 
Robert & Ilene Gilson Quinn & Cameron Frassetta Peter & Deborah Vitins John & Patricia Zinn 
F. Scott Patterson    
 

New Memberships and Renewals 
Bill Abers Keith & Catherine Hoke F. Scott Patterson Tussey Mt. Outfitters 
Bruce & Betty Bishoff Barbara Horst PA Waterways Anglers John Lake & Kimberly Vinson 
Christina Deihl Doris Jaworowski Allan & Betsy Quant Peter & Deborah Vitins 
Brooke, Hunter & Lacey Deihl John & Dell Kennedy Pat & Ruenkaew Reilly Will & Jane Webster 
Russ & Carol Fairchild Eric Winslow & Bobbi Kilmer Tony Reilly Denny Whitesell 
Mark Folsom Brook & Deidre Lenker Brian Shumaker JoAnn Williams 
Marci Mowery & Joe Frassetta Sierra & Savanna Lenker Rick Shumaker Mikki Williams 
Quinn & Cameron Frassetta John & Patricia Meister Jack Ridings &Victoria Steele Larry Williamson 
Robert & Ilene Gilson Richard Myers Sherry Stiely John & Patricia Zinn 
Robert Hoffman Troy & Denise Nornhold  
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